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CMA'S EGYPTIAN GALLERIES TO CLOSE TEMPORARILY 
FOR RENOVATION & REINSTALLATION PROJECT 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art's Egyptian galleries will close on 
March 1, 1999 for renovation and reinstallation. They will reopen to the public on 
Sept. 24. The project is the second phase of reinstallations under the museum's 
Convening the Community initiative supported by a grant from the Lila Wallace- 
Reader's Digest Fund. 

While the galleries are closed, numerous carved stone reliefs dating from the 
Old Kingdom (2647-2124 B.C.) to the Late Period (715-332 B.C.) will undergo 
conservation by Patricia Griffin, Assistant Conservator of Objects, and Jack Flotte, 
the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Objects Conservator. 

When the antiquities return to their newly renovated spaces, the three rooms 
will be organized by themes that reflect ancient Egyptian culture. They are Kings and 
Gods (Gallery 203), Public and Private Life (Gallery 204) and the Afterlife (Gallery 
205). "This will make for some fascinating juxtapositions and will also make it easier 
for the public to understand ancient Egyptian art and society than the chronological 
arrangement we have used in the past," said Lawrence M. Berman, Curator of 
Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern Art. 

When the galleries reopen in September, they will appear larger due to the 
removal of all non-structural partitions and the centering of doorways, which will 
improve sight lines from gallery to gallery, according to Jeffrey Strean, CMA's 
Director of Design and Facilities. The walls will be painted in warm earth tones to 
resemble Egypt's desert sands. New lighting systems and display cases also will 
enhance the newly installed collection. 

The design team is placing special emphasis on the Afterlife gallery which 
will resemble a tomb chamber, showcasing Eygyptian antiquities from the Middle 
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Kingdom (2040-1648 B.C.) to the Greco-Roman Period (332 B.C.-A.D. 395). Its 
walls will be covered with reliefs, including a magnificent ensemble from the tomb of 
Mentuemhat at Thebes — one of the largest private burial sites in Egypt (Late Period). 
Standing in the center of the gallery will be the museum's famous mummiform coffins 
of Bakenmut and Nesykhonsu (Third Intermediate Period). Joining the two mummy 
coffins will be the superb Middle Kingdom coffin of Senbi and, after a long hiatus in 
storage, a brilliant gilded mummy case from the Greco-Roman Period. 

The reinstallation of the Egyptian galleries, audience development, and public 
programs related to the Convening the Community initiative presented at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art are made possible by a grant from the Lila Wallace- 
Reader's Digest Fund. 



